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i Dozens 
killed in 


terrorist 
attack 


Islamic State claims 
responsibility as 
Shiite center targeted 


FA 


“The medication 
gets rid of the 
cravings. 

Without it, 

I don’t know 

what I’d do 


or where 
Trd be.” 


— Brody Webster, 22, pops 
Zubsolv, a pill he dissolves 
beneath his tongue to curb 
his cravings for opioids 


By Fahim Abed, Fatima Faizi 
and Mujib Mashal 
The New York Times 


KABUL, AFGHANISTAN » At least 
41 people were killed and doz- 
ens more wounded Thursday in 
a bombing at a Shiite cultural 
center in Kabul that also houses 
a news agency, Afghan officials 
said. Islamic State has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 
It was the latest in a series of 
k mass-casualty attacks against Shi- 
PHOTOS: MINDY SCHAUER — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER ite targets by the militant group’s 
Afghan affiliate. The U.N. mission 
in Afghanistan has documented 


more than a dozen attacks since 
January 2016, with hundreds of 
OOo O] Shiites dead or wounded. One 
of the deadliest was in October, 
when suicide bombers killed at 


least 57 worshippers in a Shiite 


mosque in Kabul, the capital, and 
injured dozens more. 
“T have little doubt that this 
attack deliberately targeted ci- 
B vilians,” said Toby Lanzer, act- 


ing head of the U.N. mission in 
Afghanistan. “Today in Kabul 
BOMB » PAGE 2 


Critics say the treatment 
substitutes one substance 
for another; supporters 
argue medicine saves lives 


WINTER HEAT WAVE 
Southern California 
temperatures on the rise 


Unseasonably warm weather is 
expected across the region today 
before temperatures drop on New 
Year's Eve. LOCAL1 


SENATE 
Jones officially declared 


winner in Alabama. 
News » 6 


By Teri Sforza 
tsforza@scng.com Enea aand Mo 
@terisforza on Twitter | ™ 


The white pill looks like a baby aspirin. 
Brody Webster sticks it in his mouth and 
holds it there for 15 minutes, trying not to 
swallow. When the underside of his tongue 
finally goes numb, he knows he has taken 
the full dose. 

Webster smiles. He repeats this ritual ev- 
ery day, with mathematical precision, for 


DEADLY BLAZE 
Building fire in Bronx kills 


one reason: “Pm a really bad addict,” he Dr, Faried Banimahd has become a mentor and father figure for 22-year-old Brody Webster, at least 12; deadliest in 
said. . , . . giving him an internship at this Laguna Hills office. . 

That little pill doesn’t get him high. It New York since 1990. 
contains buprenorphine, a medication THE SERIES News » 8 


Lene An ana ee nr i E Journalists from the Southern California News Group have spent a good part of 2017 


ing an addict’s physical cravings for opiates investigating and reporting on abuses in the drug rehab industry. We've found every- 
such as heroin and prescription painkillers. thing from body brokering and insurance fraud to possible links between rehabs and 


After cycling through more 12-step pro- the region’s growing homelessness crisis. A 73/ 50 82/ 4/ 
grams than he cares to count — at a cost of Q 


WEATHER 


hundreds of thousands of dollars over sev- TODAY AND SATURDAY: The opioid epidemic is pushing a growing number of doctors to Coast Inland 
eral years — Webster believes the $5 pillis use drugs to fight addiction, a practice widely known as “medication-assisted treatment.” Full weather forecast » LOCAL 10 
a big reason why he’s been clean for nearly SUNDAY: A look at responses to our investigation, and ongoing problems related to rehab 
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MEET THE PEOPLE WHO SHAPED OUR YEAR 


Welcome to Day Eight of the Register’s 100 Most Influential People in Orange County. We are 
fa et highlighting people who changed lives in 2017. Some entertained; some educated. All, in some way, 
INFLUENTIAL inspired. You know many of their names, but others will be surprises. 


2017'S GAME CHANGERS IN ORANGE COUNT 


JANET EVANS 


OLYMPIAN IS STILL 
MAKING WAVES 


She is helping to lead an athlete-centric 2028 Games 
and is also developing a career transition program 


By Scott M. Reid JANET EVANS 


sreid@scng.com >> @sreidocregister on Twitter 
46, Laguna Beach 


One of the all-time great Olympic athletes 
played a key role in the effort to bring the 
Olympics to Los Angeles in 2028. 


On an August night in 2015, as Janet 
Evans led six 8-year-old kids into Staples 
Center for a Taylor Swift concert, her cell- 


phone rang. 
It was an old friend, Casey Wasser- o VOTOU UTUTUTUTTTT] 
man, the sports and media entrepreneur. MORE GAME CHANGERS 
He had just agreed to lead Los Angeles’ Meet more influencers inside. 
bid for the 2024 Olympic Games after an- NEWS5 
other big U.S. contender for the Olympics, 
Boston, dropped out amid political and fi- him she was about to walk into Staples. 
nancial uncertainty and mounting public “T was literally standing next to the = es i j 
opposition. statue of Magic (Johnson),” she said re- MARK RIGHTMIRE — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Evans, 46, remembers Wasserman ask- cently, describing the scene. U.S. Olympian Janet Evans, shown at her home in Laguna Beach, is the vice chair and 
ing what she was doing and that she told EVANS »PAGE4 director of athlete relations for the LA 2028 Olympic Games. 
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